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March 11, 2020  Sent via Email to Chuck.Bonham@Wildlife.ca.gov  

Charlton H. Bonham, Director 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
PO Box 944209 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090 

RE: Protection of Southern California and Central Coast Mountain Lions 

Dear Director Bonham: 

Mountain lion hunting has been banned in California since 1990. In 2014, an exception to the law was 
enacted allowing for depredation permits to be issued by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
allowing a landowner to take lethal action when a mountain lion has killed or injured livestock or pets 
after other deterrents have failed to stop the lion from returning to the property. In the Santa Monica 
Mountains and Santa Ana Mountains areas, where the mountain lion populations are isolated and at risk, 
an individual must allow for a “three-strike” policy, which went into effect in 2017, requiring a 
landowner to submit three reports of separate attacks before a permit can be considered. The applicant 
must also provide proof of varied actions taken to stop the mountain lion from returning.  

In January 2020, a mountain lion monitored by the National Park Service since 2017, identified as P-56, 
was killed near Camarillo. A landowner had been issued a depredation permit after P-56 was reported to 
have killed over a dozen of the owner’s animals and despite numerous attempts by the landowner to 
thwart the lion’s return.  

P-56 was the first mountain lion killed in the Santa Monica Mountains area under the State’s depredation 
permit law. The death of P-56 has put the entire population of mountain lions in the Santa Monica 
Mountains area at risk as he was one of just two known males in the area. 

On February 12, 2020, State Senators Henry Stern and Ben Allen, and Assembly Members Richard 
Bloom and Laura Friedman, co-signed a letter to the Director of the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (attached) offering support for any effort to protect the State’s mountain lion population. The 
legislators also indicated support for a petition that was filed with the California Fish and Game 
Commission to start the process of protecting mountain lions in most of the state, including Southern 
California, under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA).  

In addition, one day after the killing of P-56 was announced, Los Angeles City Councilmembers Paul 
Koretz and David Ryu announced a proposed resolution seeking to halt depredation permits and to 
request the City of Los Angeles’ support for listing Southern California and Central Coast mountain 
lions as threatened under CESA.  
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At its Regular meeting on March 9, 2020, the Malibu City Council voted unanimously to join these local 
officials in requesting that the California Fish and Game Commission list Southern California and 
Central Coast mountain lions in sensitive areas, including the Santa Monica Mountains, as “threatened” 
under CESA. The City further requests that the California Department of Fish and Wildlife immediately 
cease the issuance of depredation permits in these areas. 

On behalf of the Malibu community, which includes the precious wildlife that share our land, we strongly 
urge your understanding and cooperation in this life and death situation. If you have any questions or 
wish to discuss this further, please contact me at KFarrer@malibucity.org.  

Sincerely, 

Karen Farrer 
Mayor 

Cc:  Honorable Members of the Malibu City Council 
Honorable Henry Stern, California State Senate, 27th District 
Honorable Ben Allen, California State Senate, 26th District 
Honorable Richard Bloom, California State Assembly, 50th District 
California Fish and Game Commission (fgc@fgc.ca.gov)   
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