May 12, 2026

The Honorable Bruce Westerman

Chair

House Natural Resources Committee
1324 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C.20515

The Honorable Jared Huffman

Ranking Member

House Natural Resources Committee
1332 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chair Westerman, Ranking Member Huffman,

On behalf of our 179 organizations and our millions of members and supporters, we strongly
oppose H.R. 8509, introduced by Rep. Jared Golden. The bill would extend by seven years the
unprecedented extinction rider included in the FY2023 Consolidated Appropriations Act, once
again delaying critical protections for North Atlantic Right Whales and allowing continued
entanglement in fishing gear to push the species closer to extinction.

The Right Whale extinction rider prevented the National Marine Fisheries Service from issuing a
more protective rule to further reduce the risk of entanglement and death in the U.S. lobster
fishery until December 31, 2028 — despite multiple court decisions holding that, based on
scientific evidence, the agency failed to provide the whale with sufficient protections from
entanglement-related mortality. During this legislative rider-moratorium period, 55 whales have
been documented dead or injured or in poor health. Of these, 31 were confirmed as
entanglements in fishing gear.

H.R. 8509 would push management off another seven years, further driving the Right Whale
towards extinction. Based on NOAA’s most recent population estimate, fewer than 400 Right
Whales remain, with a critically low number of 70 breeding females. Entanglement in vertical
fishing lines remains one of the two primary causes of serious injury and death, and
unfortunately the evidence is now clear that fishing gear from Maine does in fact entangle
whales. Every year that passes without removing those lines from the water brings the Right
Whale closer to extinction.

Instead of risking the extinction of this critically endangered species, Congress should focus its
efforts on achieving win-win conservation solutions. On-demand (“pop-up”’) fishing gear works.
In Massachusetts, a fisherman tested the same gear in early 2025 and reported a 100% success
rate using this gear. Since 2020, more than 1,000,000 Ibs of seafood have been safely harvested
in the U.S. and Canada using on-demand gear. The gear has been successfully hauled more than
13.000 times in the Northeast US alone, including Maine waters, with a 90% success rate.



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/2017-2026-north-atlantic-right-whale-unusual-mortality-event
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-life-distress/2017-2026-north-atlantic-right-whale-unusual-mortality-event
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/resource/peer-reviewed-research/population-size-estimate-north-atlantic-right-whales
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/endangered-species-conservation/north-atlantic-right-whale-health-updates-2024#right-whale-5120-found-dead-near-marthas-vineyard
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/endangered-species-conservation/north-atlantic-right-whale-health-updates-2024#right-whale-5120-found-dead-near-marthas-vineyard
https://www.subseasonics.com/_files/ugd/edbdaf_8f1fc979b457415d9fcafb30639a3e67.pdf
https://www.subseasonics.com/_files/ugd/edbdaf_8f1fc979b457415d9fcafb30639a3e67.pdf
https://darchive.mblwhoilibrary.org/entities/publication/2e88bc85-23ab-4fd2-83c6-609458007a46
https://darchive.mblwhoilibrary.org/entities/publication/2e88bc85-23ab-4fd2-83c6-609458007a46
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/s3/2025-05/May-21-TRT-Webinar-On-Demand-Gear.pdf

Fishermen using on-demand gear as part of an Exempted Fishing Permit greatly improved gear
performance through modifications based on areas fished. In addition, fishermen reported on-
demand gear moved less in harsh oceanographic conditions as compared to traditional gear and
was more likely to be retrieved if gear was displaced, reducing potential gear loss. Improved
safety measures include app upgrades for a Man-Over-Board (MOB) emergency release and an
alarm system to alert mobile gear of areas where on-demand sets are located. A cloud-based
system of digital gear marking provides both fixed and mobile gear users of location data
without disclosing propriety information, reducing gear conflict risks.

Congress should provide lobster fishermen in Federal waters the necessary support to fully
incentivize adoption of on-demand fishing gear over the next 5-7 years with input and
collaboration from the fishing community and states. Federal and state agencies have the
resources to fully fund the adoption of these innovative and effective technologies that protect
Right Whales, and indeed all of the large baleen whales on both coasts from

entanglements. NOAA is currently authorized to disburse $400 million annually to fishermen for
fisheries disasters and investing a fraction of this funding could dramatically reduce
entanglements of whales in the future. Through this funding and additional engagement,
lawmakers can support fishing communities instead of prolonging the status quo.

We urge you to oppose H.R. 8509 and any other effort to extend the existing rider, while
providing funding that benefits both Right Whale recovery and fishing communities.

Sincerely,
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