June 24, 2025

Governor Jared Polis, Chair Mayor David Holt, Chair
National Governors Association United States Conference of Mayors
444 North Capitol Street NW, Suite 267 1620 | Street NW
Washington, DC 20001 Washington, DC 20006

Re: REQUEST TO GOVERNORS AND MAYORS TO TAKE URGENT ACTION ON EXTREME
HEAT

Dear Governor Polis of the National Governors Association and Mayor Holt of the United
States Conference of Mayors:

We, the undersigned 156 organizations — including utility justice, civil rights, labor,
energy democracy and justice, conservation, faith, health advocate, and consumer advocate
organizations — write with deep concern about the 2025 extreme heat season, which has just
begun and which scientists predict will be record-breaking again this year. But, yet again, the
United States is ill-prepared. The Trump Administration has dismantled federal agencies and
made disastrous cuts to life-saving programs like LIHEAP that play a sizable role in helping
communities survive extreme heat. At the same time, mega-polluters and utility corporations are
profiting off expanding dangerous fossil fuels and jacking up electricity prices at the expense of
public safety and people’s pocketbooks.

We respectfully urge all governors, mayors, and other local and Tribal governments to
take urgent action to protect our communities from extreme heat, the largest weather-related
killer in the United States. Every day of extreme heat claims about 154 lives. In fact, extreme
heat is the deadliest disaster, killing more people than hurricanes, tornadoes, and floods
combined. These common sense strategies will save lives, lower energy costs, and build a more
resilient and safe future for all:

e Deliver _emergency relief _to help protect at-risk populations from rising
temperatures and secure access to life-saving utilities. States should fund resilient and
affordable energy solutions like rooftop and community solar with battery storage,
microgrids, and energy efficiency to keep homes, schools, and workplaces cool during
the summer, as well as establish accessible cooling centers and expand drinking water
refill stations or public drinking water fountains for at-risk populations. Moreover, states
must implement moratoria on electricity, water, and broadband shutoffs during months
of extreme heat, and mandate that utilities reinstate disconnected services, waive late-
payment fees, and forgive all utility debt for low-wealth households. Lastly, states should
pass an occupational heat standard to protect indoor and outdoor workers from extreme
heat, and provide clear steps for employer compliance and training for workers to
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https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2024/06/14/heat-wave-in-forecast-for-usa-cities-try-to-keep-residents-safe/74004274007/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/extreme-heat-is-deadlier-than-hurricanes-floods-and-tornadoes-combined/

improve health and safety on the job.

e Request a disaster declaration from President Trump for extreme heat to unlock
federal funding. Last year FEMA recognized that extreme heat qualifies as a major
disaster under the Stafford Act and eligible for federal funding support. State and local
governments should request that President Trump declare extreme heat disasters this
summer to unlock critical funding to help at-risk populations survive extreme
temperatures. President Trump invited and granted such emergency relief during his first
term for COVID-19.

e Tax polluters to fund extreme heat relief measures. Polluters are profiting from
recklessly expanding fossil fuels, which are aggravating disasters like extreme heat that
claim lives. States should tax these corporations; Vermont and New York have already
passed such polluter superfund bills, while California, Maryland, and Connecticut are
also considering similar legislation. These funds can be used to finance the relief
measures described above.

Thank you for your consideration of this important request.t

Sincerely,
ORIGINAL SIGNERS
Jean Su Cara Cook
Energy Justice Program Director Climate and Health Program Manager
CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY ALLIANCE OF NURSES FOR HEALTHY
ENVIRONMENTS
Will Humble Mar Zepeda
Executive Director Legislative Director
ARIZONA PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION CLIMATE JUSTICE ALLIANCE
Jeannie Economos Mary Grant
Executive Director Campaign Director
FARMWORKERS ASSOCIATION OF FooD & WATER WATCH

FLORIDA

For any questions, please contact Jean Su at jsu@biologicaldiversity.org.
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Heather Franklin
Senior Campaign Director
FREE PRESS ACTION

Irene Burga
Climate and Clean Air Program Director
GREEN LATINOS

Liz Ratzloff
Co-Executive Director
LABOR NETWORK FOR SUSTAINABILITY

Jessica Martinez
Executive Director
NATIONAL COSH

Miah Hornyak
Environment & Health Policy
Coordinator
PHYSICIANS FOR SOCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY

Glen Brand
Vice-President of Policy and Advocacy
SOLAR UNITED NEIGHBORS

Karen Orenstein
Director of Climate and Energy Justice
Program
FRIENDS OF THE EARTH US

Matthew Mayers
Executive Director
GREEN WORKERS ALLIANCE

Amy Liebman
Chief Program Officer
MIGRANT CLINICIANS NETWORK

Jim Warren
Executive Director
NC WARN

Stevie O'Hanlon
Political Director
SUNRISE MOVEMENT

John "Scotty" MacNeill
National Safety Director
UTILITY WORKERS UNION OF AMERICA

Christine Bolanos
Communications Director
WORKERS DEFENSE PROJECT
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ADDITIONAL SIGNERS

Drew Hudson
Founder
198 METHODS

Micah Parkin
Executive Director
350 COLORADO

JL Andrepont
Senior Policy Analyst
350.0RG

Karen Bueno
Leadership Team
ACCELERATE NEIGHBORHOOD CLIMATE
ACTION

David Gassman
Co-Convener
BAY AREA-SYSTEM CHANGE NOT
CLIMATE CHANGE

Ted Glick
Organizer
BEYOND EXTREME ENERGY

Marie Venner Venner
Co-Chair
BUSINESSES FOR A LIVABLE CLIMATE

Nora Privitera
Chair, Federal Team
350 BAY AREA ACTION

Karen Bearden
350 Triangle Coordinator
350 TRIANGLE

Sherry Pollack
Co-Founder
350HAWAII

Peter Crownfield
Coordinator
ALLIANCE FOR SUSTAINABLE
COMMUNITIES—LEHIGH VALLEY

Peggy Ann Berry
Executive Director
BETWEEN THE WATERS

Khadijah Ameen
Co-founder and Director for Policy and

Research
BLKHLTH

Jane Williams
Executive Director
CALIFORNIA COMMUNITIES AGAINST
ToXICS

Marie Venner and Stefanie Klass

Co-Chairs

CALLTO ACTION COLORADO

LETTER FROM 155+ ORGANIZATIONS

URGING STATE ACTION ON EXTREME HEAT

PAGE | 4



Stefanie Klass and Marie Venner
Co-Chairs & Founders
CATHOLICNETWORK US

Rev Glencie Rhedrick
Co Chair
CHARLOTTE CLERGY COALITION FOR
JUSTICE

M. Catherine Buntin
Interim President
CHICAGO AREA PEACE ACTION

Kerwin Olson
Executive Director
CITIZENS ACTION COALITION OF IN

Dorothy Barnett
Executive Director
CLIMATE + ENERGY PROJECT

Griffin Sinclair-Wingate
Campaign Manager
CLIMATE DEFENDERS

Scott Simmons
Lead
CLIMATE REALITY PROJECT -
NORTHERN COLORADO CHAPTER

Alison Burchell
Board Member-at-Large
CO DEM PARTY - ENERGY &
ENVIRONMENT INITIATIVE
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Sacoby Wilson
Executive Director
CENTER FOR ENGAGEMENT,
ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE, AND HEALTH

Quentin Scott
Federal Policy Director
CHESAPEAKE CLIMATE ACTION
NETWORK

Mary Smith
Communications Director
CHURCH WOMEN UNITED IN NEW YORK
STATE

Alison Burchell
Board Member, co-Founder
CLEAN ENERGY ACTION

Johanna Bozuwa
Executive Director
CLIMATE AND COMMUNITY INSTITUTE

Marlena Fontes
Organizing Director
CLIMATE ORGANIZING HUB

Jan Rose
Spokesperson
CO COALITION FOR A LIVABLE CLIMATE

Rabbi Daniel Swartz
Executive Director
COALITION ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND
JEWISH LIFE
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Marie Venner and Jim Smith
Co-Chairs
COLORADO BUSINESSES FOR A LIVABLE
CLIMATE

Fred Kirsch
Director
COMMUNITY FOR SUSTAINABLE ENERGY

Mavis Belisle
Member
DALLAS PEACE AND JUSTICE CENTER

Joe Franklin
Member
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALISTS OF AMERICA -
KNOXVILLE, TN

Mary Gutierrez
Director
EARTH ETHICS, INC.

Roger Luckmann
Co-chair Policy Committee
ELDERS CLIMATE ACTION

Justin Schott
Director
ENERGY EQUITY PROJECT

Lea Harper
Managing Director
FRESHWATER ACCOUNTABILITY
PROJECT
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Moshe Kornfeld
Executive Director

COLORADO JEWISH CLIMATE ACTION

Brigid Lawlor
Liaison

CONGREGATION OF OUR LADY OF
CHARITY OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD, U.S.

PROVINCES

Chris Weiss
Director

DC ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK

Alison Burchell
Board Member
DREAM TANK

Lois Barber
Executive Director
EARTHACTION

Alison Burchell
Board Member
EMPOWER OUR FUTURE

Randy Hayes
Executive Director
FOUNDATION EARTH

Dorinda Moreno
Board Member
FUERZA MUNDIAL GLOBAL
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Edward Maibach
Professor and Director
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY CENTER
FOR CLIMATE CHANGE COMMUNICATION

Kay Ahaus
Spokesperson
GREATER HIGHLAND AREA CONCERNED
CITIZENS

Harmony Cummings
Co-Founder
GREEN HOUSE CONNECTION CENTER

Michael Heimbinder
Executive Director
HABITATMAP

Elana Muldavin
Vice President
HEALTH IN PARTNERSHIP

Philip Beck
Co-Founder
INDIVISIBLE AMBASSADORS

Marty Landa
Organizer
INSPIRATION OF SEDONA

Terry Lowman
VP
TIOWA UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
WITNESS/ADVOCACY NETWORK
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Helen Butler
Executive Director
GEORGIA COALITION FOR THE PEOPLES
AGENDA

Nichelle Taylor
Program Director for Policy Development
& Implementation
GREATER NEW ORLEANS HOUSING
ALLIANCE

Andie Wyatt
National Policy Counsel
GRID ALTERNATIVES

Brianna Harrington
Research Analyst & Shareholder
Advocacy Coordinator
HARRINGTON INVESTMENTS, INC.

Sr. Rose Therese Nolta
Justice and Peace Coordinator
HoLY SPIRIT MISSIONARY SISTERS, USA-
JPIC

David Jaber
Principal
INNATIVE

Rachael Lehman
Healthy Communities Chair
INTERSTATE 70 CITIZENS ADVISORY
GROUP

David Schreiber
Vice President
JEWISH CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK,
MA
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Chet Hunt
Founding Board Member
KNOX CLIMATE WATCH

Patrick Santana
Chair
LITTLETON BUSINESS ALLIANCE

Dave Shukla
Operations
LONG BEACH ALLIANCE FOR CLEAN
ENERGY

Debbie Thornburg James
Director
MAYFAIR PARK NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATION

Amy Petré Hill
Founder & Community Chaplain
MENTAL HEALTH & INCLUSION

MINISTRIES

Marnese Jackson
CEO
MIDWEST BUILDING DECARBONIZATION
COALITION

Arushi Surve
President and Founder
MISSION GREEN GLOBAL

Liz Ndoye
Facilitator
MOVEON.ORG HOBOKENRESIST!
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Doug Henderson and Ed Behan
Leaders
LARIMER ALLIANCE FOR HEALTH,
SAFETY, & ENVIRONMENT

Jessica Tovar
Executive Director
LocAL CLEAN ENERGY ALLIANCE

Karen Reside
President
LONG BEACH GRAY PANTHERS

Tracy Rosenberg
Executive Director
MEDIA ALLIANCE

Amanda Robert
Network Manager

MICHIGAN CLIMATE ACTION NETWORK

(MICAN)

Lauren Swain
Founder & Executive Director
MIND'S EYE PRODUCTIONS

Emmett Hobley
Co-Chair
MONTBELLO NEIGHBORHOOD
IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

Patrice Willoughby
Chief of Policy and Legislative Affairs
NAACP
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Fran Eskin-Royer
Executive Director
NATIONAL ADVOCACY CENTER OF THE
SISTERS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

Jerry Rivers
Scientist and Climate Activist
NORTH AMERICAN CLIMATE,
CONSERVATION AND
ENVIRONMENT(NACCE)

Maddie Kempner
Policy & Organizing Director
NORTHEAST ORGANIC FARMING
ASSOCIATION OF VERMONT (NOFA-VT)

Amy Sample Ward
CEO
NTEN

Bonnie Sundance
Executive Director
OUR SACRED EARTH

Judy Irving
Executive Director
PELICAN MEDIA

Lynda Majors
Chair
PRESERVE MONTGOMERY COUNTY VA

Debra Gardner
Legal Director, Interim Co-Executive
Director
PUBLIC JUSTICE CENTER
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Cari Gardner
Vice Chair
NEW YORK PROGRESSIVE ACTION
NETWORK

Kristi Douglas
Co-Chair
NORTH RANGE CONCERNED CITIZENS

Beverly Hedden
Board of Directors
NORTHERN ARIZONA CLIMATE CHANGE
ALLIANCE

David Kraft
Director
NUCLEAR ENERGY INFORMATION
SERVICE (NEIS)

Pamela Richard
Steering Committee - Executve board
PEACE ACTION WI

Matt Nelson
Executive Director
PRESENTE.ORG

Juley Fulcher
Worker Health and Safety Advocate
PusLIC CITIZEN

B. R. Lemonik
Lead
PUTNAM PROGRESSIVES
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Bob Musil
President & CEO
RACHEL CARSAON COUNCIL

Chance Cutrano
Director of Programs
RESOURCE RENEWAL INSTITUTE

Drew Feldmann
Conservation Chair
SAN BERNARDINO VALLEY AUDUBON
SOCIETY

Christine Canaly
Director
SAN LUIS VALLEY ECOSYSTEM COUNCIL

Kerry Kriger
Executive Director
SAVE THE FROGS!

Tom Llewellyn
Executive Director
SHAREABLE

Leigh Ford
Executive Director
SNAKE RIVER ALLIANCE

Mazeda Uddin
CEO
SOUTH ASIAN FUND FOR
EDUCATION,SCHOLARSHIP,AND
TRAINING, INC
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Marie Venner
Founder & Chair
RAPIDSHIFT NETWORK

Sally Roberts
Chair
RisE Up WV

Robert Gould, MD
President
SAN FRANCISCO BAY PHYSICIANS FOR
SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

Jeff Hart
Co-Founder
SAVE THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

Martha Camacho Rodriguez
Director
SEE (SOCIAL ECO EDUCATION)

Marie Venner
Chair
SMALL BUSINESS ALLIANCE

PJ Wilson
Executive Director
SOLAR AND ENERGY STORAGE
ASSOCIATION OF PUERTO RiCO

Anna Ramirez
Organizer
SOUTHWEST ORGANIZATION FOR
SUSTAINABILITY
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Shannon Francis
Executive Director
SPIRIT OF THE SUN

Michael Stone
Manager
SuNTILITY ELECTRIC LLC

Simonetta Jean
Administration
SUSSEX COUNTY PROGRESSIVES

Timothy Edward Duda
Founder, former director
TERRA ADVOCATI

Ellie Cohen
CEO
THE CLIMATE CENTER

Jackie Nuinez
Founder
THE LAST PLASTIC STRAW

Joanie Steinhaus
Ocean Program Director
TURTLE ISLAND RESTORATION NETWORK

Fran Frain Aguirre
President
UNITE NORTH METRO DENVER
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Sarah Gao
Hub Coordinator
SUNRISE BAY AREA

Susanne Moser
Director, Principal Scientist
SUSANNE MOSER RESEARCH &
CONSULTING

Maura Stephens
Coordinating Committee
SYSTEM CHANGE NOT CLIMATE CHANGE

Robin Schneider
Executive Director
TEXAS CAMPAIGN FOR THE
ENVIRONMENT

Don Ogden
Co-Founder & Co-Host
THE ENVIRO SHOW

Kyle Crider
Program and Policy Director
THE PEOPLE'S JUSTICE COUNCIL

Terry Lowman
Co-Chair
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS FOR A JUST
EcoNnoMic COMMUNITY

Tina Volz-Bongar
Co-organizer
UNITED FOR CLEAN ENERGY
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Cherise Udell
Executive Director
UTAH MOMS FOR CLEAN AIR

Paddy McClelland
Co-Founder
WALL OF WOMEN

Omega and Brenda Wilson
Co-Founders
WERA

Chris Calwell
Co-Chair
WESTERN SLOPE BUSINESSES FOR A
L1VABLE CLIMATE

Anna Ramirez
Organizer
WORKING FOR RACIAL EQUITY
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Debra Stoleroff
Steering Committee Chair
VERMONT YANKEE DECOMMISSIONING
ALLIANCE

Pamela Drake
Delegate to Dem Party
WELLSTONE CLUB

Courtney MacDonald
Coalition Coordinator
WEST VIRGINIANS FOR ENERGY
FREEDOM

Renée Chacon
Executive Director & Co-Founder
WOMXN FROM THE MOUNTAIN

Ennedith Lopez
Policy Campaign Manager
YOUTH UNITED FOR CLIMATE CRISIS
ACTION
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