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Environmentalists sue to force Barton

Springs study

Asodaed Press

AUSTIN - A lawsuit by Centrd
Texasenvironmentdistsand others
seeks to force the federd govern-
ment to determinewhether Six pes-
ticides detected inapopular swim-
ming hole are harming endangered
sdamanders.

The Save Our SoringsAlliancesued
the U.S. Environmenta Protection
Agency on Monday in Washington,
contending that it has repeatedly
failed to consider the extent to
which common pesticides may
might be harming endangered spe-
cies.

The Center for Biologicd Diversty,
aTucson, Ariz.-based group, joined
in the lawsuit. It urges a federd
court to force the EPA to assessthe
risks and determine appropriate
safequards in consultation with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Sarvice

The USFWS has repeatedly cau-
tioned the EPA about potentid risks
that pesticides pose to Barton
Springs sdlamanders, particularly
the herbicide arazine, but agency
officids have ignored those warn-
ings, SOS Alliance Deputy Direc-
tor Brad Rockwell said.

Presdent "Budh's EPA is looking

out for toxic polluters rather than
the hedth of Texansand their natu-
rd heitage" Danid Patterson, asdi-
entig with the center, told the Aus-
tin American-Statesman in today's
editions. "As goes the sdlamander,
S0 goes human hedth.”

Dave Bary, an EPA spokesman at
the agency'sregiond headquarters
inDallas, saditsstaff had not heard
about the lawsuit and could not
comment without reviewing the
complant.

The agency isrequired by the En-
dangered SpeciesAct to ensurethat
pesticides don't jeopardize the ex-
istence of endangered species. The
EPA dso isrespongble for autho-
rizing pesticide use nationwide.

Testsof water a Barton Springsby
the U.S. Geologica Survey in 2000
detected avariety of water-soluble
pesticidesat levelsexceeding those
shown to harm amphibiansin some
cases. A later test at Upper Barton
Springs, above the pool, detected
atrazine exceeding the federal
drinking water limit.

An injunction was sought by envi-
ronmentaliststhat would redtrict pes-
ticide useinthe Barton Springswa

tershed that could harm the sda

manders until the EPA completesa
full assessment. Possibilitiesinclude
limitson theuse of certain pesticides
near streamsand other areaswhere
water enters the aquifer that feeds
the springs, said Brian Litmans, a
lawyer representing the environ-

mental groups.

Other pedticides cited in the law-
Uit arediazinon, Smeazine, carbaryl,
prometon and metolachlor.

Barton Springs Pool reopened last
year after it was closed for months
by the city. State and federal health
officids said that toxic substances
found intestsof water and sediment
didn't pose a hedlth risk to swim-
mers.



