
In response to hundreds of letters and e-mails requesting immediate action by the state 
of California to eliminate lead ammunition to prevent further lead poisoning of 
endangered condors, the Governor’s office sent an unfortunate response that continues 
the denial and false assertions the Department of Fish and Game has offered as an 
excuse for failing to take action.  The text of the Governor’s misleading letter is below, 
followed by a response to some of the myths put out by Fish and Game. 
 

Thank you for your comments regarding Condor Habitat Protection.  My Administration 
remains committed to protecting wildlife and preserving the natural beauty of this great 
state. 
 
The California Department of Fish and Game believes there is no need for an emergency 
ban on lead ammunition at this time.  Current field programs and education efforts are 
proceeding well and will help us in our effort to reduce lead exposure to condors in the 
wild. 
 
The request for an emergency ban on lead ammunition was rejected for many reasons.  
Supporting data and examples in the petitioners' document were taken from the time 
period prior to both the commencement of the current condor reintroduction program and 
the Arizona/Utah condor reintroduction program.  In California, 5 of the 40 condors that 
were released from 1995 to early 2001 experienced acute lead poisoning.  The 
petitioners claim - incorrectly - that 36 percent of the released population suffered acute 
lead poisoning.  The document does not adequately acknowledge the work of the Lead 
Reduction Subcommittee and presupposes such efforts are not working or will not 
succeed. 
 
The current recovery program in California is progressing and the wild birds' health has 
improved in 2004.  There has been no mortality or removal of any of the wild-released 
birds in over 15 months and no reported lead poisoning incidents for over 19 months.  
Data collected in California during the past 10 years does not suggest that bullets used 
only in hunting are the main source of lead exposure.  In fact, there is no firm evidence of 
the source of any of the lead ingested by wild condors. 
 
Although there is no firm evidence that lead ammunition used in hunting has harmed 
condors, we cannot rule out the possibility that this may have been the case.  Therefore, 
the Department of Fish and Game recommended continuing research and monitoring to 
determine the impact of lead ammunition used by hunters.  The Department will report 
back to the Commission in 2007 with specific recommendations, or earlier if new data 
suggests current efforts to reduce lead exposure are not successful. 
 
Thank you for your concerns.  The Governor appreciates hearing from people like you 
who care about the environment. 
 
Sincerely, 
Office of Constituent Affairs 

 
Response to inaccuracies in the Governor’s letter: 
 
"Current field programs and education efforts are proceeding well" 
 
The CA Dept. of Fish and Game does not monitor or keep track of hunters who use non-
lead ammunition or bury their gut piles, so there is no way they can make this assertion. 
There is no evidence any significant number of hunters are taking these voluntary steps 



and no evidence these laudable but infrequent efforts will contribute in any meaningful 
way to reducing lead poisoning risk. 
 
"Supporting data and examples in the petitioners' document were taken from the time 
period prior to both the commencement of the current condor reintroduction program and 
the Arizona/Utah condor reintroduction program" 
 
This is false. Compelling data on numerous lead poisoning incidents from 1992 to 2005 
were included. 
 
"The petitioners claim - incorrectly - that 36 percent of the released population suffered 
acute lead poisoning" 
 
The petition cited Fish and Wildlife Service Condor Recovery Program data that showed 
that at least 36% of the southern CA released birds alone have suffered acute lead 
poisoning since 1992. This is USFWS data in the public record and the information is 
correct. 
 
"There has been no mortality or removal of any of the wild-released birds in over 15 
months and no reported lead poisoning incidents for over 19 months" 
 
Since this statement there have been at least 3 mortalities from lead poisoning (2 in AZ, 
1 in CA) and multiple poisoning incidents requiring chelation of birds, including a mass 
poisoning at Pinnacles this year.  A lucky break for 19 months with no incidents does not 
mean the problem is solved. 
 
"Data collected in California during the past 10 years does not suggest that bullets used 
only in hunting are the main source of lead exposure.  In fact, there is no firm evidence 
of the source of any of the lead ingested by wild condors" 
 
This excuse for inaction has finally been put to bed with the recent publication of 
"Ammunition is the Principal Source of Lead Accumulated by California Condors Re-
introduced to the Wild" in August 2006 in Environmental Science and Technology.  This 
study was published by 9 leading condor experts, most involved at some point in the 
recovery effort.  The study finally scientifically confirms what numerous condor experts 
have been asserting for years: the lead poisoning condors definitively comes from 
hunters' ammunition. 


