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RE: Objection Response #08-03-04-0001-0218, Jack Smith/Schultz Fuels Reduction HFRA
Project, Peaks Ranger District, Coconino National Forest

Dear Mr. Fink:

This is my response to the objection filed by Center for Biological Diversity and Forest
Guardians regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) on the above-referenced project,
which under the Proposed Action provides for thinning on about 8,493 acres, prescribed
burning on approximately 9,220 acres, and meadow and aspen restoration on about 177 acres.
The alternative would also build and close about 2-5 miles of temporary roads.

The project was planned under authorities outlined in the Healthy Forest Restoration Act of
2003. The Responsible Official who will issue a decision on this project is Gene Waldrip, Peaks/
Mormon Lake District Ranger. A legal notice announcing the objection period was published on
September 19, 2007 in the Arizona Daily Sun. This project is subject to predecisional
administrative review under 36 CFR 218 interim regulations (as of January 9, 2004).

MEETINGS

The objection was received on October 19,2007. You did not request a meeting to resolve
the objection. The record indicates that informal resolution was not reached.
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RESPONSE SUMMARY

My response to this objection has been conducted in accordance with 36 CFR 218.10.

After a detailed review of the record, I am instructing the District Ranger to conduct the
following analysis and changes to the Jack Smith/Schultz Fuels Reduction and Forest Health EA
prior to decision:

> Analyze and describe goshawk habitat at three different scale levels;
> Clearly disclose how Forest Plan requirements will be met, including VSS distribution

(specifically amount of VSS 1 versus interspace) and opening size limits;
> If the Forest Plan cannot be met, either revise the project to meet the Forest Plan or

provide a compelling reason for consideration of a site specific plan amendment for this
project. Additional public scoping may be required;

> Describe in the proposed action any road decommissioning that will be a part of the Jack
Smith project and disclose effects for all resources;

> Provide additional cumulative effects analysis;
> Provide clarity to the qualification under HFRA by mapping the project relative to the

CWPP, and mapping qualifying conditions outside of the WUI such as municipal
watershed and Fire Regime Condition Class;

> Evaluate the factors of significance (FONSI) and determine whether an EIS is necessary;
> After re-analysis and documentation, submit the project to public for a second objection

period under HFRA.

There shall be no further review from any other Forest Service or USDA official of my written
response to this objection (36 CFR 218.10). A copy of this letter will be posted on the internet
on the Coconino National Forest appeals and objection page listed by date (scroll to bottom of
page) athttp://www.fs.fed.us/r3/appeals/forest_coconino/forest_coconino_index.htm

Sincerely,

JOSEPH P. STRINGER
Deputy Forest Supervisor


